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Enabling Young Children with Autism to Achieve their Full Potential 

Our Families 

	At The Playhouse Foundation, we are incredibly excited to be able to announce that another 	
	family have been awarded one of our bursaries! Little Lena was assessed for autism and 	 	
	sensory processing disorder at 23 months old and officially diagnosed soon after.  She had 		

	 extremely challenging behaviour which included head-banging and screaming.  Since 	 	
	 starting her ABA programme, these behaviours have ceased as Lena has begun to learn 	 	
	 other ways in which to communicate. 

	In January, we welcomed Hur to The Playhouse Foundation! 	
	This will be our 8th family now in receipt of one of our ABA 	 	
	programmes. Hur's bursary offer will equip him with his own 	
	 team of tutors lead by a Behavioural Consultant and advice will 

	 be provided along the way to assist with the EHCP process - 		
	 essential for getting the right provision in school to best 	 	
	 support the needs of all our children here at The Playhouse 	 	
	 Foundation! 

	Great result achieved with two more Playhouse families having secured ABA provision 	 	
	within their child’s primary school! A huge thank you to all the teams for gathering and 	 	
	collating evidence, for the Consultant’s report and the critical input from our Advisor who 		
	 helps our families to navigate their way through the EHCP process. 

	Alex, aged 3 from Portsmouth, is now very efficient at using PECS (Picture Exchange 	 	
	Communication System). Although Alex’s expressive vocal sounds continue to increase, 	 	

PECS offers him an alternative means to communicate. This can 
alleviate any frustrations and therefore minimise challenging 
behaviour plus provide Alex with a kick-start way of making his 
needs understood by his parents, tutors and the staff who work with 
him in his pre-school! Alex is currently on the first step of this 
process, in which he has recently learned to pick up and pass a photo 
representing what he wants to an adult. Having another spoonful of 
his breakfast from Dad is a very popular one with him and he even 
uses great eye contact when passing the picture to Dad! 

Hampshire’s Local Offer & Co-funding ABA Programmes 

We are delighted to inform you that our work now extends to a 
collaborative agreement with our local authority, who have 
recently invited us to be part of their Local Offer to parents. 
The Local Offer is co-produced with parents, carers and young 

people to help families to find their way through the maze of information to reach the 
best solution for their child.  The aim of this approach is to offer consistency and 
continuity of support to all our families and we hope to acquire many more families. 

	 We now have a unique opportunity to be able to co-fund ABA programmes with 
Hampshire Local Authority and as a result of our agreement and student placements, 
the cost of these ABA programmes have been halved for the authority and the 
charity. 
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Our collaborative work with local Universities 

Last month included a successful visit to Winchester University to promote our 
students placements for those studying Psychology.   Founder and Managing Director 
Vicky Stanley, along with Playhouse Consultant Jennifer Williamson provided 
students with information about our teams and the opportunity to work first hand 
with our families and young children with autism. Training support is offered to all 
our students along with regular reviews and guidance at fortnightly team meetings. 
More information about the start up process can be found on our ‘Getting Started’ link 
on the website and an application form can be obtained from our contact page for those  

	              interested in working within our teams. 

       Support & Training to Staff & Parents 
	  
	 An amazing milestone was achieved recently as The Playhouse Foundation Headquarters 	 	
	 hosted a training day packed with consultants, tutors and students! One parent summed up 	
	 how inspirational she had felt in being able to learn from the Foundation and to have had 	 	
	 such an amazing and supportive team by her side.	  

   	   
Grants & Trusts 

In February, The National Lottery Awards for All awarded The Playhouse 
Foundation with a grant of £10,000!  The aim of the project is to enable 
young children and their families who are directly affected by autism to 
attend local mainstream pre-schools. 

Our tutors will be able to support the child in their pre-school setting and 
they will also work collaboratively with staff and volunteers to put in place 
agreed strategies and procedures to best meet individual needs. This work will not only 
provide direct benefit to the child had their family, but will also benefit pre-schools in 
order to better equip staff with supporting children with autism in the future.  In turn,  
this reduces the likelihood of families becoming excluded from their local community  
simply because their child has autism. 

We are incredibly grateful to Awards for All for enabling us to extend the support that we 
offer young children with autism. 

A HUGE thank you also for the generosity of the Co-op Local 
Community Fund where 
customers raised a staggering £2,801.87! 

Studies show that early intervention is essential for children 
with autism and thanks to the Co-op Community Fund, their 
donation will enable the children we work with to receive the 
appropriate provision to best meet their needs! 

Thanks to donations from CALA Homes and The Anne 
Duchess of Westminster’s Charity, The Playhouse Foundation 
have been able to purchase some amazing resources 
including language cards to develop receptive language skills 
and PECS folders to assist with our non-verbal children. 

Please check out our new website with even more information 
about the support we offer to young children with autism and 
their families. You can read about our collaborative work with 
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preschools and Hampshire Local Authority, learn about the role of our Advisor in helping families 
with the EHCP process, up to date news articles including our student blogs from ABA sessions with 
children, information to illustrate how you can help and even an ambassador page thanks to Dr. 
Francesca degli Espinosa! 

Future Goals 

Our overall goal is to broaden co-funding opportunities with Hampshire Local Authority 
and to work co-operatively to extend bursaries with our existing families and 
their children as they transition into primary school.  We hope to acquire new families 
through the Hampshire Local Offer and in doing so, be able to change even more lives. 
Ultimately, with the growth and impact that the foundation has established, we are now 
aiming to secure matching funds grants with more multiple donors to enable us to reach  
more families within and beyond Hampshire. 
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